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him at last to the Fountain of Life. And so he camped
there for a few days, and drank deeply of the water,
gaining new life, new hope and new courage.

"Realizing that he had attained to the supreme object
of his existence, he decided to return. Just before their
departure, a great, invisible voice filled the air. 'Whoso-
ever takes away the stones from the bottom of the Foun-
tain of Life, will regret it afterwards, and whosoever does
not take the stones will also regret.' The people were
puzzled, and did not know what to do. Should they take,
or should they not take? Finally a number of them filled
their pockets, under the pretext that even if they did not
take any, they would regret, so that it was just as well to
take them; others argued, why should they burden them-
selves with any of these stones, and then regret it after-
wards. So it happened that half of the army possessed
themselves of the stones, and the other half returned
empty-handed. When they came out of the Kingdom of
Darkness, they observed to their great astonishment, that
these stones were precious gems. Those who had taken
them, regretted that they had not taken more, and those
who were empty-handed, regretted that they had not taken
any. Thus both sides were afflicted with remorse and
regret

"Now, instead of giving the full significance of this
story, I will give you the key. The king, every man:
Old man, reason; Fountain of Life, religion; Fish, the
heart; Invisible voice, Intuition; Stones, good deeds;
Kingdom of Darkness, material world; Kingdom of light,
spiritual world; Eternal youth, Everlasting life; Two
thousand fountains, Creeds and sects."